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Engaging with the Word of God in Prayer 
 

Engage – to connect with in practical, meaningful, relevant ways; to 
interact with on an experiential level. 
 
Engaging with the Word of God in prayer means to pray according to the 
principles of truth that the given passage expresses and applying those 
principles through prayer to the given circumstance about which one is 
praying.  This creates a context for the alignment of one’s prayers with the 
heart and will of God.  It also serves as a powerful means of reminding the 
one who is praying of the character and promises of God as applied to 
immediate situations.  It is a vivid expression of the relevance of the Word 
of God in everyday life! 
 
To effectively engage God’s Word in prayer, it is important to consider the 
context of the given passage so that we are truly praying according to the 
correct meaning of that passage. 
 
As we engage in prayer with God according to His Word, let’s consider 
carefully how the truth of the given passage applies in the current 
circumstances of life. 
 
Let’s engage in prayer with the following passages: 
 
The Love of God 
 
Psalm 36:5–9 (NLT)  
5 Your unfailing love, O LORD, is as vast as the heavens; your faithfulness 
reaches beyond the clouds.  
6 Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains, your justice like the 
ocean depths. You care for people and animals alike, O LORD.  
7 How precious is your unfailing love, O God! All humanity finds shelter 
in the shadow of your wings.  
8 You feed them from the abundance of your own house, letting them 
drink from your river of delights.  
9 For you are the fountain of life, the light by which we see.  
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Psalm 59:16–17 (NLT)  
16 But as for me, I will sing about your power. Each morning I will sing 
with joy about your unfailing love. For you have been my refuge, a place of 
safety when I am in distress.  
17 O my Strength, to you I sing praises, for you, O God, are my refuge, the 
God who shows me unfailing love.  
 
Psalm 86:11–13 (NLT)  
11 Teach me your ways, O LORD, that I may live according to your truth! 
Grant me purity of heart, so that I may honor you.  
12 With all my heart I will praise you, O Lord my God. I will give glory to 
your name forever,  
13 for your love for me is very great. You have rescued me from the depths 
of death. 
 
Psalm 118:29 (NLT)  
29 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good! His faithful love endures 
forever.  
  
Repentance 
 
2 Chronicles 7:13–14 (NLT)  
13 At times I might shut up the heavens so that no rain falls, or command 
grasshoppers to devour your crops, or send plagues among you.  
14 Then if my people who are called by my name will humble themselves 
and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, I will hear 
from heaven and will forgive their sins and restore their land.  
 
Psalm 51:1–4 (NLT)  
1 Have mercy on me, O God, because of your unfailing love. Because of 
your great compassion, blot out the stain of my sins.  
2 Wash me clean from my guilt. Purify me from my sin.  
3 For I recognize my rebellion; it haunts me day and night.  
4 Against you, and you alone, have I sinned; I have done what is evil in 
your sight. You will be proved right in what you say, and your judgment 
against me is just.  
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Psalm 51:7–11 (NLT)  
7 Purify me from my sins, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter 
than snow.  
8 Oh, give me back my joy again; you have broken me— now let me 
rejoice.  
9 Don’t keep looking at my sins. Remove the stain of my guilt.  
10 Create in me a clean heart, O God. Renew a loyal spirit within me.  
11 Do not banish me from your presence, and don’t take your Holy Spirit 
from me.  
 
1 John 1:5–10 (NLT)  
5 This is the message we heard from Jesus and now declare to you: God is 
light, and there is no darkness in him at all.  
6 So we are lying if we say we have fellowship with God but go on living in 
spiritual darkness; we are not practicing the truth.  
7 But if we are living in the light, as God is in the light, then we have 
fellowship with each other, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, cleanses us 
from all sin.  
8 If we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and not living 
in the truth.  
9 But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness.  
10 If we claim we have not sinned, we are calling God a liar and showing 
that his word has no place in our hearts.  
 
Eternal Life – Salvation 
 
John 3:16–18 (NLT)  
16 “For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so 
that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.  
17 God sent his Son into the world not to judge the world, but to save the 
world through him.  
18 “There is no judgment against anyone who believes in him. But anyone 
who does not believe in him has already been judged for not believing in 
God’s one and only Son.  
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John 5:24–25 (NLT)  
24 “I tell you the truth, those who listen to my message and believe in God 
who sent me have eternal life. They will never be condemned for their sins, 
but they have already passed from death into life.  
25 “And I assure you that the time is coming, indeed it’s here now, when 
the dead will hear my voice—the voice of the Son of God. And those who 
listen will live.  
 
1 John 5:11–12 (NLT)  
11 And this is what God has testified: He has given us eternal life, and this 
life is in his Son.  
12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have God’s Son does 
not have life.  
1 John 5:20 (NLT)  
20 And we know that the Son of God has come, and he has given us 
understanding so that we can know the true God. And now we live in 
fellowship with the true God because we live in fellowship with his Son, 
Jesus Christ. He is the only true God, and he is eternal life.  
 
John 17:3 (NLT)  
3 And this is the way to have eternal life—to know you, the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ, the one you sent to earth.  
 
Victory over Fear 
 
Psalm 27:1–3 (NLT)  
1 The LORD is my light and my salvation— so why should I be afraid? The 
LORD is my fortress, protecting me from danger, so why should I tremble?  
2 When evil people come to devour me, when my enemies and foes attack 
me, they will stumble and fall.  
3 Though a mighty army surrounds me, my heart will not be afraid. Even if 
I am attacked, I will remain confident.  
 
Psalm 46:1–3 (NLT)  
1 God is our refuge and strength, always ready to help in times of trouble.  
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2 So we will not fear when earthquakes come and the mountains crumble 
into the sea.  
3 Let the oceans roar and foam. Let the mountains tremble as the waters 
surge! 
 
Psalm 23:4 (NLT)  
4 Even when I walk through the darkest valley, I will not be afraid, for you 
are close beside me. Your rod and your staff protect and comfort me.  
 
Psalm 56:3–4 (NLT)  
3 But when I am afraid, I will put my trust in you.  
4 I praise God for what he has promised. I trust in God, so why should I be 
afraid? What can mere mortals do to me?  
 
Psalm 91:1–4 (NLT)  
1 Those who live in the shelter of the Most High will find rest in the 
shadow of the Almighty.  
2 This I declare about the LORD: He alone is my refuge, my place of safety; 
he is my God, and I trust him.  
3 For he will rescue you from every trap and protect you from deadly 
disease.  
4 He will cover you with his feathers. He will shelter you with his wings. 
His faithful promises are your armor and protection.  
Psalm 91:9–16 (NLT)  
9 If you make the LORD your refuge, if you make the Most High your 
shelter,  
10 no evil will conquer you; no plague will come near your home.  
11 For he will order his angels to protect you wherever you go.  
12 They will hold you up with their hands so you won’t even hurt your 
foot on a stone.  
13 You will trample upon lions and cobras; you will crush fierce lions and 
serpents under your feet!  
14 The LORD says, “I will rescue those who love me. I will protect those 
who trust in my name.  
15 When they call on me, I will answer; I will be with them in trouble. I will 
rescue and honor them.  
16 I will reward them with a long life and give them my salvation.”  
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Hebrews 13:5–6 (NLT)  
5 . . . For God has said, “I will never fail you. I will never abandon you.”  
6 So we can say with confidence, “The LORD is my helper, so I will have no 
fear. What can mere people do to me?”  
 
Provision - Contentment 
 
Matthew 6:25–34 (NLT)  
25 “That is why I tell you not to worry about everyday life—whether you 
have enough food and drink, or enough clothes to wear. Isn’t life more 
than food, and your body more than clothing?  
26 Look at the birds. They don’t plant or harvest or store food in barns, for 
your heavenly Father feeds them. And aren’t you far more valuable to him 
than they are?  
27 Can all your worries add a single moment to your life?  
28 “And why worry about your clothing? Look at the lilies of the field and 
how they grow. They don’t work or make their clothing,  
29 yet Solomon in all his glory was not dressed as beautifully as they are.  
30 And if God cares so wonderfully for wildflowers that are here today and 
thrown into the fire tomorrow, he will certainly care for you. Why do you 
have so little faith?  
31 “So don’t worry about these things, saying, ‘What will we eat? What 
will we drink? What will we wear?’  
32 These things dominate the thoughts of unbelievers, but your heavenly 
Father already knows all your needs.  
33 Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and he 
will give you everything you need.  
34 “So don’t worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring its own 
worries. Today’s trouble is enough for today.  
 
Psalm 37:25 (NLT)  
25 Once I was young, and now I am old. Yet I have never seen the godly 
abandoned or their children begging for bread.  
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Philippians 4:11–13 (NLT)  
11 Not that I was ever in need, for I have learned how to be content with 
whatever I have.  
12 I know how to live on almost nothing or with everything. I have learned 
the secret of living in every situation, whether it is with a full stomach or 
empty, with plenty or little.  
13 For I can do everything through Christ, who gives me strength.  
Philippians 4:19 (NLT)  
19 And this same God who takes care of me will supply all your needs 
from his glorious riches, which have been given to us in Christ Jesus. 
 
1 Timothy 6:6–10 (NLT)  
6 Yet true godliness with contentment is itself great wealth.  
7 After all, we brought nothing with us when we came into the world, and 
we can’t take anything with us when we leave it.  
8 So if we have enough food and clothing, let us be content.  
9 But people who long to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by 
many foolish and harmful desires that plunge them into ruin and 
destruction.  
10 For the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil. And some people, 
craving money, have wandered from the true faith and pierced themselves 
with many sorrows.  
 
Hungering after God – Pursuing Him to Know Him More 
 
Psalm 27:4 (NLT)  
4 The one thing I ask of the LORD— the thing I seek most— is to live in the 
house of the LORD all the days of my life, delighting in the LORD’s 
perfections and meditating in his Temple.  
Psalm 27:7–8 (NLT)  
7 Hear me as I pray, O LORD. Be merciful and answer me!  
8 My heart has heard you say, “Come and talk with me.” And my heart 
responds, “LORD, I am coming.”  
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Psalm 63:1–8 (NLT)  
1 O God, you are my God; I earnestly search for you. My soul thirsts for 
you; my whole body longs for you in this parched and weary land where 
there is no water.  
2 I have seen you in your sanctuary and gazed upon your power and glory.  
3 Your unfailing love is better than life itself; how I praise you!  
4 I will praise you as long as I live, lifting up my hands to you in prayer.  
5 You satisfy me more than the richest feast. I will praise you with songs of 
joy.  
6 I lie awake thinking of you, meditating on you through the night.  
7 Because you are my helper, I sing for joy in the shadow of your wings.  
8 I cling to you; your strong right hand holds me securely.  
 
Philippians 3:8–14 (NLT) 
8 Yes, everything else is worthless when compared with the infinite value 
of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have discarded everything 
else, counting it all as garbage, so that I could gain Christ  
9 and become one with him. I no longer count on my own righteousness 
through obeying the law; rather, I become righteous through faith in 
Christ. For God’s way of making us right with himself depends on faith.  
10 I want to know Christ and experience the mighty power that raised him 
from the dead. I want to suffer with him, sharing in his death,  
11 so that one way or another I will experience the resurrection from the 
dead!  
12 I don’t mean to say that I have already achieved these things or that I 
have already reached perfection. But I press on to possess that perfection 
for which Christ Jesus first possessed me.  
13 No, dear brothers and sisters, I have not achieved it, but I focus on this 
one thing: Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies ahead,  
14 I press on to reach the end of the race and receive the heavenly prize for 
which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us. 
 
 
 


